
 

 
 
Kurt Summers   
Former Treasurer, City of Chicago  
  
Kurt Summers is an experienced Leader and Investor with a demonstrated history of 
significant impact in both public and private sectors. Senior Advisor & Thought Leader in 
areas of Asset Management, Pensions, ESG, Public/Private Partnerships, Infrastructure, 
Insurance and Alternative Investments. Elected as 70th Treasurer of the City of Chicago. 
Earned BS from Washington University and an MBA from Harvard Business School.  
Summers began his career at the consulting firm McKinsey & Company. He was later 
appointed Chief of Staff to Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and as the 
appointed trustee for the county's $9 billion pension fund. In that capacity, Summers led 
changes to provide performance management in every department, which Preckwinkle 
claimed in 2014 had saved the city $400 million annually. In his role as Chief of Staff for 
President Preckwinkle, Summers also steered the closure of a $487 million budget deficit 
while keeping the administration's promise to roll back the county sales tax, saving 
taxpayers more than $400 million a year. Additionally, Summers aided in reforming the 
county's procurement rules and helped pave the way for a more sustainable health and 
hospital system.  In 2008, Summers was appointed as chief of staff for "Chicago 2016", 
the city's bid for the 2016 Summer Olympics.  He was a senior vice president at Grosvenor 
Capital Management, and a member of the Office of the Chairman. In that role, he led the 
Emerging and Diverse Manager business, which invested over $2 billion with minority- 
and women-owned firms. When he was City Treasurer, Summers managed the city's $7 
billion dollar investment portfolio and is responsible for maintaining records and accounts 
of the city's finances while ensuring transparency and accountability for all transactions. 
Summers sat on five local pension boards with nearly $25 billion under management. 
Summers's first act in office was the proposal of a 90-day-plan called "Invest in Our 
Chicago”, which aimed to increase investment in the city. Summers also launched a 
listening tour, visiting Chicago's 77 communities in 77 days.  
 

 


