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Jeffrey “Jeff” W. Eckel is chairman and chief executive officer of Hannon Armstrong (NYSE: HASI), 

a leading investor in climate solutions. Under his leadership, the firm has become globally 

recognized for its pioneering approach to sustainable investing, serving as a trusted capital 

provider to leading companies in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and other sustainable 

infrastructure markets. 

 

As CEO, he focuses on growing Hannon Armstrong’s climate-positive operating platform to drive 

programmatic client investments and deliver superior risk-adjusted returns. Mr. Eckel has served 

as chief executive officer and chairman of the board of directors since 2013 and has more than 

35 years of experience in financing, owning, and operating infrastructure and energy assets. 

Before taking the firm public, Mr. Eckel was president and chief executive officer with the 

predecessor of the company from 2000 to 2013 and, from 1985 to 1989, was senior vice 

president and responsible for leading Hannon Armstrong’s first energy project finance group. 

Before returning to Hannon Armstrong in 2000 to focus on the enormous sustainable business 

opportunity to finance decarbonization, Mr. Eckel was chief financial officer of Wärtsilä Diesel 

North America, president of Wärtsilä Power Development, and chief executive officer of 

EnergyWorks, a joint venture of Bechtel Enterprises. 

 

Mr. Eckel has held several industry positions, including chairman of the board of the Maryland 

Clean Energy Center, member of the board of the Alliance to Save Energy, member of the 

President’s Council of Ceres, and member of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Secretary of 

Energy Advisory Board (SEAB) Task Force on Federal Energy Management. Currently, he serves 

on the Board of Trustees of The Nature Conservancy of Maryland and DC. CR Magazine named 

Mr. Eckel Responsible CEO of the Year, and the Maryland Clean Energy Center recognized Mr. 



Eckel as the Clean Energy Champion of the Year. Mr. Eckel received a Bachelor of Arts degree 

from Miami University and a Master of Public Administration degree from Syracuse University’s 

Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs. He holds Series 24, 63, and 79 securities licenses. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


